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SUBJECT: SEMINAR ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS ALONG BORDER, 
EL PASO, SEPTEMBER 26 - 28, 1973 



1. DEPARTMENT ADVISED BY KENNETH BEASLEY, DEAN, GRADUATE 
SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO, THAT SEMINAR ON 
ABOVE SUBJECT BEING HELD UNDER AUSPICES OF GULF UNIVERSI- 
TIES' RESEARCH CONSORTIUM, WITH UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL 
PASO AS HOST. SEMINAR ORIGINALLY CONCEIVED OF AS DEALING 
EXCLUSIVELY WITH AIR-POLLUTION PROBLEMS IN EL PASO/JUAREZ 
AREA. INVITATION TO APPROPRIATE LOCAL MEXICAN OFFICIALS 
WAS SUBSEQUENTLY FORWARDED TO MEXICO CITY. SPONSORS OF 
SEMINAR NOW INFORMED THAT TEAM OF HIGH-LEVEL GOM OFFICIALS, 
INCLUDING DR. EDUARDO ECHEVERRIA (BROTHER OF PRESIDENT), 
HEAD OF TECHNICAL COUNCIL OF THE UNDER SECRETARIAT FOR IM- 
PROVEMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, WISHES TO ATTEND SEMINAR. 
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2. TWO AIDES OF ECHEVERRIA'S HAVE VISITED EL PASO AND IN- 
FORMED SEMINAR SPONSORS THAT MEXICAN SIDE DESIRES TO EXPAND 
SCOPE OF SEMINAR TO INCLUDE OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
ALONG ENTIRE BORDER AND THAT ECHEVERRIA DESIRES MAKE "POLI- 
CY STATEMENT" AT SEMINAR WHICH WOULD DEAL WITH GOM POLICY 
TOWARD URBAN SETTLEMENTS ALONG BORDER. MEXICAN AIDES RE- 
QUESTED THAT COMPARABLE-LEVEL USG OFFICIALS ATTEND SEMINAR. 

3. SEMINAR SPONSORS PERPLEXED BY REASON FOR HIGH-LEVEL 
MEXICAN DELEGATION PLANNED ATTENDANCE BUT ANXIOUS TO AVOID 
ANY PROTOCOL PROBLEMS OR SLIGHTS TO HIGH-LEVEL MEXICAN 
OFFICIALS AND HAVE APPROACHED DEPARTMENT FOR GUIDANCE. 

4. DEPARTMENT CONSULTING WITH EPA ON THIS MATTER. EPA 
PREPARED TO SEND A SENIOR EPA OFFICIAL TO SEMINAR IF THIS 
APPEARS APPROPRIATE. NO EVIDENCE FROM INFORMATION 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE THAT MEXICO DESIRES USE SEMINAR AS 
SOUNDING BOARD FOR ALLEGED GRIEVANCES AGAINST U. S. ON EN- 
VIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, E. G„ COLORADO RIVER SALINITY. 

5. BEFORE RECOMMENDING HIGH-LEVEL EPA PARTICIPATION, DE- 
PARTMENT DESIRES MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON EXACTLY WHAT 
MEXICANS HAVE IN MIND FOR SEMINAR AND NAMES OF SENIOR 
MEXICAN OFFICIALS WHO MIGHT ATTEND. REQUEST EMBASSY RE- 
PLY SOONEST. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SPONSORS NEED THIS IN- 
FORMATION FOR PURPOSE OF STRUCTURING SEMINAR. ROGERS 
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